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Weekly Economic and Financial Market Snapshot  
 

28 November 2007 
 

 
Notes: (a) Indicative wholesale prices/yields. With the exception of cash and all data in 

             the “today’ column, all observations are weekly averages ending Wednesday. 
               Cash is snapshot on the Wednesday of the relevant week. 
    

(b) Trade-weighted index value of $AUD, based at May 1970 = 100.            
 

(c)  Composite index based on London Metal Exchange (LME) prices of 
aluminium, nickel, copper, zinc and lead; weighted by each metal’s relative 
importance in the RBA’s index of commodity prices. Base of index is 3 
January 2005 = 100  

Indicative Rates & Prices (a) 
 Year Ago Last Week This Week Today 
Interest Rates 
(% pa)     
  cash 6.25 6.75 6.75 6.75 
  bank bills     
     30-day 6.32 6.92 6.91 6.92 
     90-day 6.37 7.17 7.18 7.21 
   180-day 6.46 7.34 7.32 7.37 
  Swaps     
     1-year 6.40 7.35 7.29 7.33 
     3-year 6.29 7.42 7.35 7.36 
     5-year 6.25 7.35 7.29 7.29 
   10-year 6.08 6.94 6.87 6.84 
Exchange Rates 
units of FX per $A     
   $US 0.7781 0.8898 0.8777 0.8769 
   yen    90.4    98.2     95.1     95.2 
   euro 0.5954 0.6058 0.5906 0.5912 
  TWI (b)     64.1     69.3     68.1     68.0 
Commodities     
  gold ($/ounce)     
    $US 635.46 792.20 814.57 813.62 
    $A 818.87 890.37 928.10 927.84 
  oil ($/barrel)     
    $US 59.45   95.43 97.09   94.42 
    $A 75.79 107.26       110.74 107.67 
  base-metals (c)     
    $US 195.2 182.0 173.2 173.4 
    $A 192.9 157.0 152.2 152.2 
Equities     
  All Ords   5,421   6,532   6,447   6,419 
  Dow 12,216 13,097 12,870 12,958 
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Implied Yields on 90-Day Bank Bill Futures and Cash - 2007
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Daily - 2007
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$A against $US - 2007

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
0.77
0.78
0.79
0.8

0.81
0.82
0.83
0.84
0.85
0.86
0.87
0.88
0.89
0.9

0.91
0.92
0.93
0.94

Days

$U
S 

pe
r $

A

US Dollar Trade-Weighted Index
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Base Metal Prices - 2007
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3 Month LIBOR Over Cash Spreads - 2007

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

Days

ba
si

s 
po

in
ts

Aust US UK

funds rate cuts
25 bp50 bp

  25 bp cash
rate increase

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 3 

Annual % Change in S&P Case-Shiller US House Price Indices
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US 10-Year Corporate Bond Risk Premium - 2007
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(a): spread of yield on Bloomberg B 
rated US 10-year corporate bonds
over equivalent US government bond  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact us: telephone: 1800 664 565; or www.bankwest.com.au/business 
 
 

The information contained in this publication is of a general nature and is not intended to be nor should it be 
considered as professional advice. You should not act on the basis of anything contained in this publication without 
first obtaining specific professional advice. To the extent permitted by law, HBOS Australia Pty Ltd, its related 
bodies corporate, employees and contractors accepts no liability or responsibility to any persons for any loss which 
may be incurred or suffered as a result of acting on or refraining from acting as a result of anything contained in this 
publication. 


